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Joshua 4:1-24 
When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 
2 “Take twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man, 3 and command them, 
saying, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the very place 
where the priests' feet stood firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in 
the place where you lodge tonight.’” 4 Then Joshua called the twelve men from the 
people of Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe. 5 And Joshua said to 
them, “Pass on before the ark of the Lord your God into the midst of the Jordan, and 
take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of 
the people of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign among you. When your children ask in 
time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’ 7 then you shall tell them that the 
waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it 
passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be 
to the people of Israel a memorial forever.” 
8 And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones out 
of the midst of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 
just as the Lord told Joshua. And they carried them over with them to the place where 
they lodged and laid them down there. 9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst 
of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the covenant 
had stood; and they are there to this day. 10 For the priests bearing the ark stood in the 
midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that the Lord commanded Joshua to 
tell the people, according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua. 
The people passed over in haste. 11 And when all the people had finished passing over, 
the ark of the Lord and the priests passed over before the people. 12 The sons of 
Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh passed over armed before 
the people of Israel, as Moses had told them. 13 About 40,000 ready for war passed 
over before the Lord for battle, to the plains of Jericho. 14 On that day the Lord exalted 
Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they stood in awe of him just as they had stood in 
awe of Moses, all the days of his life. 
15 And the Lord said to Joshua, 16 “Command the priests bearing the ark of the 
testimony to come up out of the Jordan.” 17 So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come 
up out of the Jordan.” 18 And when the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord came up from the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted 
up on dry ground, the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its 
banks, as before. 
19 The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they 
encamped at Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones, which 
they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of 
Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones 
mean?’ 22 then you shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry 
ground.’ 23 For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you 
passed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we 
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passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord 
is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.” 

Why twelve men and twelve stones? 

We tell stories so we don’t forget.  

Psalm 77:11-12 
I will remember the deeds of the Lord; 
    yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago. 
I will consider all your works 
    and meditate on all your mighty deeds.” 

When we give others this story we give them their story too.   

Joshua 4:9  
And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet 
of the priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are there to this day. 

There is an exchange happening at the Jordan. 

This was an inaugural moment for Joshua. 

Joshua 4:14 
“On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they stood in awe of 
him just as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life.” 

What happened at the Jordan with Jesus? 
There is a convergence of redemptive themes. 

Joshua 4:19 
The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, 

Jesus’ baptism overlays the events of the Passover—with its themes of substitution and 
sacrifice—and the Jordan crossing. 

John 5:24 
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 

What makes one a Christian is a change in status/position.   

The disciples are sent out to be living memorials of God’s work in Jesus. 
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2 Corinthians 4:6-7  
For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts 
to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us. 

Grow Group Discussion Questions 
- What did God say to you during our Sunday gathering? 
- Did you grow up having some favorite stories/movies?  Is there a good story teller in 
your family?  What made them so good? 
- Do you have any personal monuments?  Places or events that remain important, that 
clarified your faith or created real change? 
- What were the the twelve stones at the Jordan meant to remind God’s people? 
Were there any similarities between Joshua and Jesus at the Jordan that stood out to 
you? What do you think God is up to?  How can those details encourage and strengthen 
faith? 
- How are you challenged by the idea that you are to be a living monument to God’s 
power and grace?  How does your life tell that story?   
- How can your Grow Group helps you apply this passage to your life this week? 
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