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Joshua 10:1-6 
Now Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard that Joshua had taken Ai and totally 
destroyed[a] it, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and that 
the people of Gibeon had made a treaty of peace with Israel and had become their 
allies. 2 He and his people were very much alarmed at this, because Gibeon was an 
important city, like one of the royal cities; it was larger than Ai, and all its men were good 
fighters. 3 So Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem appealed to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram 
king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish and Debir king of Eglon. 4 “Come up and help 
me attack Gibeon,” he said, “because it has made peace with Joshua and the 
Israelites.” 
5 Then the five kings of the Amorites—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, 
Lachish and Eglon—joined forces. They moved up with all their troops and took up 
positions against Gibeon and attacked it. 
6 The Gibeonites then sent word to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal: “Do not abandon your 
servants. Come up to us quickly and save us! Help us, because all the Amorite kings 
from the hill country have joined forces against us.” 

Joshua 9:3-4 
3 However, when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, 
4 they resorted to a ruse: 

Do you like it when someone plays a trick on you?  

Joshua 10:7-8 
7 So Joshua marched up from Gilgal with his entire army, including all the best fighting 
men. 8 The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your 
hand. Not one of them will be able to withstand you.” 

Freedom is often defined as having no restraints.  I do what I want.  No limits.   

Commitment brings freedom.   

What is my commitment to those who treat me badly? 

Matthew 5:38-42 
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’  39 But I tell you, 
do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the 
other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your 
coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to 
the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from 
you. 
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A Christian hasn’t truly expressed love until there are appropriate conditions to  
withhold it. 

Joshua’s commitment to the Lord then defined all the the others. 

Joshua 10:9-14 
9 After an all-night march from Gilgal, Joshua took them by surprise. 10 The Lord threw 
them into confusion before Israel, so Joshua and the Israelites defeated them 
completely at Gibeon. Israel pursued them along the road going up to Beth Horon and 
cut them down all the way to Azekah and Makkedah. 11 As they fled before Israel on the 
road down from Beth Horon to Azekah, the Lord hurled large hailstones down on them, 
and more of them died from the hail than were killed by the swords of the Israelites. 
12 On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the Lord in the 
presence of Israel: 
“Sun, stand still over Gibeon, 
    and you, moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.” 
13 So the sun stood still, 
    and the moon stopped, 
     till the nation avenged itself on[b] its enemies, 
as it is written in the Book of Jashar. 
The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day. 
14 There has never been a day like it before or since, a day when the Lord listened to a 
human being. Surely the Lord was fighting for Israel! 

Our commitment unto the Lord to do what is right even when its hard is an environment 
in which God loves to work in.  

Psalm 16:6 
“The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful 
inheritance.” 

Grow Group Discussion Questions  
- What did God say to you during our Sunday gathering? 
- Has anyone every played a trick on you or made you look foolish?  What was the 
situation?  What did you do in return? 
- Joshua rescues the trickster Gibeonites.  What might have been some of his thoughts 
and reservations?  Are you walking out in commitments and obligations that feel 
burdensome or unfair right now? 
- How did Joshua’s obedience and commitment provide God an amazing opportunity to 
fight for Israel?  How does Joshua 10 cause you to think about your part and God’s part 
in battles you are facing? 
- What is our first commitment as a Christian?  How does that commitment restrict us 
and free us? 
- Have you ever loved your enemy?  Talk about it. 
- How can your Grow Group encourage you and help you apply this passage to your life 
this week?
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