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Matthew 15:29-39 
29 Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on 
the mountain and sat down there. 30 And great crowds came to him, bringing with them 
the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they put them at his 
feet, and he healed them, 31 so that the crowd wondered, when they saw the mute 
speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they glorified 
the God of Israel. 
32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd 
because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am 
unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 33 And the disciples 
said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in such a desolate place to feed so 
great a crowd?” 34 And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” They 
said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” 35 And directing the crowd to sit down on the 
ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and the fish, and having given thanks he broke 
them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37 And 
they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces 
left over. 38 Those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children. 
39 And after sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went to the region of 
Magadan. 

Christian amnesia.  

Old Testament promises of God’s kingdom established.   

Isaiah 35:5-6 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
    and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

Psalm 22:26 — The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; 
those who seek him shall praise the Lord! 
May your hearts live forever! 

Isaiah 25:6-8 
6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 
    of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7 And he will swallow up on this mountain 
    the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
    the veil that is spread over all nations. 
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8  He will swallow up death forever; 
    and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, 
    and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
    for the Lord has spoken. 

Isaiah 52:7 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who 
publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who 
says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

Revelation 7:16-17 
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 
    the sun shall not strike them, 
    nor any scorching heat. 
17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
    and he will guide them to springs of living water, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

The feeding of the 4000 reveals the out of place demand for another sign. 

Matthew 16:1-4 
And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to show them 
a sign from heaven. 2 He answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair 
weather, for the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is 
red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you 
cannot interpret the signs of the times. 4 An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a 
sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” So he left them and 
departed. 

Conditional faith. 

Jesus can’t be prove himself on demand because if He does you will never worship 
Him. 

Matthew 16:5-12 
5 When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any bread. 
6 Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.” 7 And they began discussing it among themselves, saying, “We brought no 
bread.” 8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, “O you of little faith, why are you discussing 
among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? 9 Do you not yet perceive? Do you 
not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you 
gathered? 10 Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets you 
gathered? 11 How is it that you fail to understand that I did not speak about bread? 
Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they understood that 
he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees. 
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Faith asks us to see what Jesus has done for us and then shape our lives around His 
purposes and desires. 

2 Samuel 23 
“Oh, that someone would give me water to drink from the well of Bethlehem that is by 
the gate!” 16 Then the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines and 
drew water out of the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate and carried and brought it 
to David. But he would not drink of it. He poured it out to the Lord 17 and said, “Far be it 
from me, O Lord, that I should do this. Shall I drink the blood of the men who went at the 
risk of their lives?” Therefore he would not drink it. 

Grow Group Discussion Questions 
1.) What did God say to you during our Sunday gathering? 
2.) If Jesus was surprised by the Canaanite woman’s faith (Matthew 15), could he be 
frustrated with the Pharisees and disciples?  How does this reveal Jesus’ humanity and 
make Him more real? 
3.) If disciples forget the previous feeding of the 5000 and worry over bread in the boat 
(Matt 16:5-12), then what does this reveal about our own forgetfulness?  How forgetful 
are you?  How can we do a better job remembering God’s faithfulness? 
4.) The Pharisees and Sadducees wanted Jesus to do something different than feed the 
hungry.  How does their desire to have God do what they want Him to do to believe 
challenge our faith?  What would happen to our relationship with God if He began to 
grant all our requests? 
5.) Is the cross and resurrection enough to believe Jesus is who He said He was and 
did what we most needed?  How do you know?  How do we ask and request things of 
God alongside the sufficiency of Jesus? 
6.) How can your Grow Group helps you apply this passage to your life this week?
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