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John 1:43-51 
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, 
“Follow me.” 
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found 
Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and 
about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” said Philip. 
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit.” 
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.” 
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of 
Israel.” 
50 Jesus said, “You believe[h] because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will 
see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see 
‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” 

Isaac, Esau and Jacob. 

Genesis 28:10-12 
10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he reached a certain place, 
he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put 
it under his head and lay down to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway 
resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 

“A certain place.” 

Much larger than a “stairway.”  

Genesis 28:16-17 
16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I 
was not aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is 
none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.” 

How could God come into Jacob’s life? 
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John 1:48-49 
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.” 
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of 
Israel.” 

God makes His way into the most humble of circumstances to show us that it is in our 
humility that we encounter God.  

John 1:50-51 
50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see 
greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” 

“The certain place” where heaven meets earth is in Jesus. 

Grow Group Discussion Questions 
1.) What did God say to you through His Word during our Sunday gathering? 
2.) Nathanael was surprised that God had seen him by the fig tree. How has God shown 
up to you unexpectedly?   
3.) How can Christmas highlight the way God shows up in very humble and surprising 
ways? 
4.) How might our own move towards humility create encounters with Jesus? 
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