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Matthew 21:1-11 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of 
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and 
bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs 
them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, 
5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the donkey 
and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were 
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, 
from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

Passover. 

Psalm 130 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! 
2     O Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
    to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 
3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
    O Lord, who could stand? 
4 But with you there is forgiveness, 
    that you may be feared. 
5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
    and in his word I hope; 
6 my soul waits for the Lord 
    more than watchmen for the morning, 
    more than watchmen for the morning. 
7 O Israel, hope in the Lord! 
    For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
    and with him is plentiful redemption. 
8 And he will redeem Israel 
    from all his iniquities. 
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The donkey. 

Coats and palm branches. 

Luke 19:39-40 
39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your 
disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry 
out.” 

Habakuk 2:9-11 
9 “Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house, 
    to set his nest on high, 
    to be safe from the reach of harm! 
10 You have devised shame for your house 
    by cutting off many peoples; 
    you have forfeited your life. 
11 For the stone will cry out from the wall, 
    and the beam from the woodwork respond. 

Jesus weeps.   

Luke 19:41-44 
41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that you, 
even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are 
hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set 
up a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 44 and tear 
you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And they will not leave one 
stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.” 

Peace does not come because you finally have control over your life; peace comes 
when you no longer need control. 
  
“I think every conscious person, every person who is awake to the functioning principles 
within his reality, has a moment where he stops blaming the problems in the world on 
group think, on humanity and authority, and starts to face himself.  I hate this more than 
anything.  This is the hardest principle within Christian spirituality for me to deal with.  
The problem is not out there, the problem is the needy beast of a thing that lives in my 
chest.”  Donald Miller 

Colossians 1:19-20 
19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross. 

The result is peace with God. 
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Jesus is not the king we were looking for but He is the king we need.  

Grow Group Discussion Questions 
1.) What did God say to your through HIs Scripture during our Sunday gathering? 
2.) When was the last time you were caught up in some big news? Something big was 
happening and you were excited about it? What were the circumstances? 
3.) Why do you think the crowd was so excited about Jesus but missed what Jesus had 
come to do? What could that say about you and me? How do we know if we are excited 
about the right things? 
4.) Discuss the idea that Jesus was not the king they were looking for but he was the 
king they needed? 
5.) What can you learn about God as Jesus weeps over Israel? 
6.) How might our stresses and anxieties adjust by having peace with God? 
7.) How might the sacrifice of Jesus and the peace established by the cross inform and 
shape your new year?
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