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This story consists of a miracle and a message.

Acts 3:1-26

1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth
hour.[a] 2 And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate
of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple.
3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And
Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his
attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have
no silver and gold, but what | do have | give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and
immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up, he stood and
began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising
God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and recognized him as
the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to
them in the portico called Solomon's. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the
people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though
by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant[b] Jesus,
whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to
release him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer
to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the
dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name—Dby faith in his name—has made this
man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus|c] has given
the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.

17 “And now, brothers, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18
But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he
thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send
the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for
restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long
ago. 22 Moses said, “The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your



brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every
soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.” 24 And all
the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also
proclaimed these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that
God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you
first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.”

Peter EXALTS Jesus as the Messiah.
Witnesses to Jesus: God Himself, the disciples, the prophets, and the miracle itself.

Acts 3:16

“And his name - by faith in his name - has made this man strong whom you see and
know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the
presence of you all.”

John 10:22-33

22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews
gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you
are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “| told you, and you do not
believe. The works that | do in my Father's name bear witness about me, 26 but you do
not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and |
know them, and they follow me. 28 | give them eternal life, and they will never perish,
and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to
me,[a] is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30
| and the Father are one.” 31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus
answered them, “| have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them
are you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that
we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself
God.”

Peter INDICTS the people for their rejection of Jesus.
Peter INVITES them to repent and receive.
Acts 3:17-21

17 “And now, brothers, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18
But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he



thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send
the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for
restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long

ago.
Peter WARNS them not to neglect this invitation.

The miracle makes much of the message, and the message makes sense of the
miracle.

In the kingdom of God, good work is connected with good news. All good work flows to
and from the gospel.

Ephesians 2:10
For we are his [God’s] workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Are we just GOOD people or are we GOSPEL people?

Matthew 5:16
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

We can only share what we have.

Life Group Discussion Questions:

- What did God say to you through the Scripture during our Sunday gathering?

- What strikes you most about the miracle in this narrative? What strikes you most
about the message (Peter’s sermon)?

- Have you ever witnessed something you would consider a miracle? How have you
typically understood the role of miracles in the kingdom of God?

- What are some of the good works that God has given you to do in your day-to-day
life? How are these things part of God’s good work in the world?

- How are all of these things meant to point people to the gospel? What would it look
like to make the gospel known through the good things God has given you to do?

- How have you experienced the refreshment of the gospel throughout your life? How
do you need to be refreshed by the gospel right now?

- As you meet with your Life Group or with other believers, what is an idea or two from
this passage that you can help one another apply to your lives this week?



