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​
Acts 9:19–31​
“and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the disciples at 
Damascus. And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the 
Son of God.” And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who 
made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come 
here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” But Saul increased 
all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving 
that Jesus was the Christ. When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, but 
their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to 
kill him, but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the 
wall, lowering him in a basket. And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join 
the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a 
disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them 
how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had 
preached boldly in the name of Jesus. So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, 
preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. And he spoke and disputed against the 
Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. And when the brothers learned this, they 
brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. So the church throughout all 
Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear 
of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.” 

 

Ephesians 2:1–10​
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 
walk in them.” 

 



Romans 8:15​
“For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 
the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”” 

 

“There is so much more to savor here. For our union with Christ means not only 
that he is the Bridegroom of his people, the one we love; he is also our head, the 
firstborn among us. That is, we not only come to share the Father’s pleasure in him; 
we come to share the life he enjoys before the Father. We stand in his own 
unspotted confidence before his Father—and there the Spirit draws us to live out 
his life and sonship. That is why he lived and died in our place, that we might live 
(and die) in his. 

​
The Son’s very identity is found in this: that he is the beloved of the Father. All that 
he does flows from that identity. He does not act out of guilt, neediness, or a desire 
to curry favor with his Father or anyone else. For eternity, his Father has showered 
him with so much love that he overflows. He cannot but love his Father back, and 
long to please him. Being the Son of so perfectly kind a Father, it is meat and drink 
for him to do his will (Jn. 4:34). 

​
That is the life we are drawn into. Just as the Father has always poured out the 
Spirit of his love upon his dear Son, so now “God’s love has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Philippians 4:5–9​
“Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen 
in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.” 

 

Hebrews 4:14–16​
“Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been 



tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

 

2 Corinthians 6:2–10​
“Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no 
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants 
of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, 
hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 
by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful 
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and 
for the left; through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as 
impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we 
live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.” 

 

The Message: 2 Corinthians 6​
“Our work as God’s servants gets validated—or not—in the details. People are watching 
us as we stay at our post, alertly, unswervingly … in hard times, tough times, bad times; 
when we’re beaten up, jailed, and mobbed; working hard, working late, working without 
eating; with pure heart, clear head, steady hand; in gentleness, holiness, and honest 
love; when we’re telling the truth, and when God’s showing his power; when we’re doing 
our best setting things right; when we’re praised, and when we’re blamed; slandered, and 
honored; true to our word, though distrusted; ignored by the world, but recognized by 
God; terrifically alive, though rumored to be dead; beaten within an inch of our lives, but 
refusing to die; immersed in tears, yet always filled with deep joy; living on handouts, yet 
enriching many; having nothing, having it all.” 

“Dear, dear Corinthians, I can’t tell you how much I long for you to enter this wide-open, 
spacious life. We didn’t fence you in. The smallness you feel comes from within you. 
Your lives aren’t small, but you’re living them in a small way. I’m speaking as plainly as I 
can and with great affection. Open up your lives. Live openly and expansively!” 

 


