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Romans 3:27-4:5 
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By one of works? No, on the 
contrary, by a law of faith. 28 For we conclude that a person is justified by faith apart from the works 
of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles 
too, 30 since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised 
through faith. 31 Do we then nullify the law through faith? Absolutely not! On the contrary, we 
uphold the law. 
 
4.1 What then will we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found?  
2 If Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about — but not before God. 3 For 
what does the Scripture say? Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him for righteousness. 
4 Now to the one who works, pay is not credited as a gift, but as something owed. 5 But to the one 
who does not work, but believes on him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited for 
righteousness.  
 
Main Idea – What do you boast in? 
 
Do you boast in your goodness or your ability to keep the law? 
 
Mark 10:17-22 
17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up, knelt down before him, and asked him, “Good 
teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked him. 
“No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: Do not murder; do not commit 
adultery; do not steal; do not bear false witness; do not defraud; honor your father and mother.” 20 
He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these from my youth.” 21 Looking at him, Jesus loved him 
and said to him, “You lack one thing: Go, sell all you have and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 But he was dismayed by this demand, and he went 
away grieving, because he had many possessions. 
 
Do you wonder why Paul keeps preaching this message that the law doesn’t save? 
 
Abraham as our example. 
 
Luke 18:9-14 
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and looked 
down on everyone else: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other 
a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee was standing and praying like this about himself: ‘God, I thank you 
that I’m not like other people — greedy, unrighteous, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I 
fast twice a week; I give a tenth of everything I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector, standing far off, would 
not even raise his eyes to heaven but kept striking his chest and saying, ‘God, have mercy on me, 
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a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this one went down to his house justified rather than the other, because 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”  
 
So how can anyone be saved? By faith.  
 
Genesis 15:6 – Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
 
Ephesians 2:1-10  
1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins 2 in which you previously walked according to 
the ways of this world, according to the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit now working in the 
disobedient. 3 We too all previously lived among them in our fleshly desires, carrying out the 
inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and we were by nature children under wrath as the others 
were also. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, 5 made us 
alive with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! 6 He also 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming 
ages he might display the immeasurable riches of his grace through his kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus. 8 For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift 
— 9 not from works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do. 
 
Genesis 15:9-11 
9 He said to him, “Bring me a three-year-old cow, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old 
ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 So he brought all these to him, cut them in half, and laid 
the pieces opposite each other, but he did not cut the birds in half. 11 Birds of prey came down on 
the carcasses, but Abram drove them away.  
 
God’s promise to you isn’t based on you! 
 
Galatians 6:14 – But as for me, I will never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Life Group Discussion Questions 

1. What did God say to you through His Scripture during our Sunday gathering? 
2. Have you ever boasted, only for it to backfire? 
3. What do you most often find yourself boasting in? What do you think are the most common 

things people boast about in our day and age, and how does this look and sound like in real 
life? 

4. How was Abraham made righteous without the law? Why do you think Paul used Abraham 
as an example in this passage? 

5. What does it mean for God alone to be the one who guarantees the covenant? 
6. What is so dangerous about boasting in ourselves? How does this have the ability to 

undermine our faith? 
7. What truth of Christ do you want to boast about today? 
8. From your Life Group time, what is an idea or two from your discussion that you can work 

to apply this week? 


